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BC Lions Kickoff at Kelowna’s
Apple Bowl on Premier Pacific
Seeds Varieties

The BC Lions kicked off their summer football
season on natural grass with two CFL games at
Kelowna's Apple Bowl Stadium. While most games
are played on artificial surfaces, fans in Kelowna
had the unique opportunity to watch successive
games on natural grass, a rarity in the CFL.
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BC Lions running back James Butler had a glowing
review of the playing surface saying "[he] loved it.
Loved playing on grass. | felt like they did a great
job" Source: Castanet.net.

For many years, Premier Pacific Seeds has
supplied the City of Kelowna's Apple Bowl with a
high performance Kentucky bluegrass
overseeding blend. The turf mix featured our
Kentucky bluegrass cultivars Mercury, Sombrero
and Blue Velvet, a combination chosen for
exceptional wear tolerance, and strong
performance during hot summers, and
outstanding visual appeal. The result was a field
that looked great and performed under the highest
level of competition.

Premier Pacific Seeds
Field Day Draws Full House

A full house of sports turf professionals attended
the Premier Pacific Seeds Professional
Development Field Day, featuring presentations
from industry leaders covering turfgrass
performance, water conservation, fertility
management, irrigation, and sports field
maintenance.

Vancouver Whitecaps Assistant Coach and
Langley native Michael D’Agostino opened the
event with stories from current and former
Whitecaps players competing at the 2026 FIFA
World Cup. He also highlighted the importance of
collaboration between field managers and user
groups in achieving high-performing sports fields.

Dr. Leah Brilman of DLF followed with an
informative presentation on new turfgrass varieties
and emerging trends in drought tolerance and
performance. Drawing on research and trials from
across North America and beyond, she discussed
water conservation strategies, evapotranspiration
(ET) rates by species, and turfgrass mixtures
suited to low-input, non-irrigated areas.

Those interested in receiving an emailed copy of
Dr. Brilman'’s presentation can contact
nik@premierpacificseeds. com.



https://www.linkedin.com/posts/dlf-north-america_dlf-sportsturf-kentuckybluegrass-activity-7480637926872223745-7PL1?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAGvS4RUBA6aZqzEBEnlsTCMs2oGdicdNX5I
mailto:nik%40premierpacificseeds.com.?subject=
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https://ca.dlf.com/turf/west-ca-distribution/species/kentucky-bluegrass/details/mercury-225an0080uc
https://ca.dlf.com/turf/west-ca-distribution/species/kentucky-bluegrass/details/sombrero-225an0011ba
https://ca.dlf.com/turf/west-ca-distribution/species/kentucky-bluegrass/details/blue-velvet-225an0120c1
https://www.castanet.net/news/Kelowna/622876/BC-Lions-have-rave-reviews-for-Kelowna-as-CFL-buzz-rolls-on
https://www.bing.com/videos/riverview/relatedvideo?q=kelowna+apple+bowl+link+grass+field+bc+lions+youtueb&&mid=7A6B84DBCFFB77B394DE7A6B84DBCFFB77B394DE&churl=https%3a%2f%2fwww.youtube.com%2fchannel%2fUCfEflJTjF2hq0IbfkSWGRkg&FORM=VAMGZC

~ Al PN

Field Day Continued

Former USGA agronomist Jim Connolly and David
Duncan shared practical fertility management
insights, including sprayer calibration techniques for
CEC credits. Sam King of Profile Products
demonstrated best practices for baseball and rock
dust infield maintenance, while Terry Ormrod of
Toro Irrigation discussed irrigation system
calibration, installation, and how small adjustments
can generate significant water savings.

The District of North Vancouver's, Darryl Jackson
shared his experience hosting the Honduran Men's
National Soccer Team during the 2025 CONCACAF
Gold Cup at a local sports field. Attendee feedback
was overwhelmingly positive, with plans being
explored for a Turfgrass Professional Development
Tour to the DLF Product Knowledge Centre in
Oregon’s Willamette Valley in 2027.

For presentation slides or additional information from
the event, please contact nik@premierpacificseeds.
com.
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Loftus Road Vegetated Wall
Draws High Praise

Premier Pacific Seeds was engaged to provide
recommendations and develop a custom seed mix
for a large Flex MSE wall system located above a
major 4.25 m x 4.25 m culvert at Rae Creek in
Mission, BC.

The custom blend, consisting of native forbs,
grasses, and select ornamental species exceeded
expectations, with stakeholders impressed by the
vegetation coverage, species diversity, and vibrant
display of colour across the wall system.

Ryan Preston of BlueLines Environmental Ltd.
commented:

“After months of planning, | was delighted to see
the successful establishment of forbs and grasses
and the vibrant display of colour, particularly
considering the challenges of a vertical wall
system.”

For more information on custom grass and forb
seed mixtures for reclamation, erosion control, and
environmental restoration projects,
please contact Premier Pacific Seeds.
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